
















Abu Bakr (632-634 CE)

•A close companion to Muhammad

•Accompanied Muhammad during Hijra

•Father-in-law of Muhammad 

•“First male convert” to Islam

•Ridda wars, or the Wars of Apostasy

•Timeline of the wars

•Apostasy?
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„Umar (634-644 CE)

•A close companion to Muhammad

•Accompanied Muhammad during Hijra

•Father-in-law of Muhammad 

•Supported Abu Bakr‟s leadership

•Formed the early garrison towns

•Established the office of Qadi

•Initiated the new calendar

•Began the compilation of Quran 



„Uthman (644-656 CE)

•A close companion to Muhammad

•Accompanied Muhammad during Hijra

•Two times son-in-law of Muhammad 

•Selected by the council of  „Umar

•Accused of Nepotism

•Initiated land grants

•Standardization of Quran

•Opposition of Qurra from Kufa



„Ali (656-661 CE)

•A close companion to Muhammad

•Accompanied Muhammad during Hijra

•Cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad 

•Either second or third male convert

•Issues with Abu Bakr, „Umar & „Uthman

•Problematic beginning of caliphate

•The Battle of Camel 656 CE

•The Battle of Siffin 657 CE
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1. The consequence of rapid expansions

– Geographic

– Demographic

– Financial

2. The prevalence of heterogeneity

– Early roots: The Muhajirun vs. the Ansar

– Genealogy as a political device

3. The significance of regional dynamics

– Arabs vs. others

– Center vs. periphery

To sum up…
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Regions of influence


